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Abstract: This paper reports on the students’ experiments of using blogs to encourage themselves to do 
pre-class reading assignment and reflections after class. The sample in the study included five ESL (English as a 
Second Language) graduate students in a course of teaching methods, and 90 software engineering students in an 
undergraduate information technology program. Results indicated that there was a positive attitude towards the 
use of blogs for pre -class preparation and post-class reflections. However, considering the successful experience, 
it is important to consider the class size, students’ educational level, and the type of reading assignment. 
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1. Introduction 

Class discussion is a vital element in higher education. However, for an effective discussion, students must 
do pre-class readings. This allows them to have a stand before class and enables them to engage in the discussion. 
To encourage students to do pre-class readings, teachers used blogs. Using blogs for courses, as an enhancement 
to the traditional class or online course, is becoming more and more popular. A blog is defined as, “A website in 
which the entries are made in journal style and displayed in a reverse chronological order” (Wikipedia, 2006). It is 
also defined as, “Personal web pages written in chronological diary form and maintained through blogging 
software” (Wagner, 2003). Visitors to the blog can read, comment and link to the blog postings. From an 
educational perspective, the availability and ease of the use of blogging software makes blog a practical tool for 
higher education. 

This research aims to answer the following questions: 

(1) Does students’ use of blogs encourage them to prepare for class and do pre-class readings? 

(2) Does students’ use of blogs encourage them to reflect on class activities and post their reflections online? 

(3) Does it support collaboration with their peers? 

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. The authors will first review the literature on educational 
uses of blogs. Then, they will present their methodology in conducting this study. After that, the authors present 
the results of the study and the discussion of the findings. The final section summarizes the authors’ work and 
draws some conclusions and future directions. 
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2. Blogs in education 

Blogs are potential technological tools of teaching and learning transformations according to the Australians 
scholars (Williams & Jacobs, 2004). One of the important aspects of blogs is that they are readily accessible and 
easy to use by teachers and students, only a computer and a link to the Internet are required. Blogs can play an 
essential role in both teaching and learning. Even though there is a shortage of published materials of blogs in 
education, it is considered as an interesting tool in which the students can document both the learning activities 
and results (Dempsey, et al., 2003). Blogs have unlimited advantages for helping the educational sector. However, 
the evaluation of blogs depends mainly on the followings: (1) the person writes the blog; (2) people read it; and (3) 
the goals and objectives of the blog. 

For this study, the blog is written by an instructor commented by students, read by both students and the 
instructor, and designed for supporting students in preparing for the class discussion. 

The literature (WANG, et al., 2008; Saeed, et al., 2008) reported on the usefulness of blogs in supporting 
collaboration among students. By using blogs, teachers can arrange a collaborative learning environment where 
students can peer edit and comment on other students’ posting (Dieu, 2004; Mitchell, 2003). Students can see their 
work as well as other students’ work and be able to collaborate on the learning activities. 

Blogs have other benefits of blogs in education both for students and instructors: 

(1) Students that have no personal websites may interact with others using blogs or cyberspace community; 

(2) Students can also practice their writing skills on the web, and they will be careful if they know someone 
will comment on their work; 

(3) Blogs empower students to become more analytic as well as critical; 

(4) Students have the opportunity to write on the blog and document their work. Documenting saves the work 
during the course period and reflects their developments; 

(5) Students can discuss with the others on the course topics and reflect their views with others on the blog; 

(6) Students are able to link their blogs to other resources of learning to gain knowledge. They may link their 
blog to other blogs or any other related media to the subject; 

(7) Students can converse and discuss with their teachers; 

(8) Instructors can provide course details on the blog; 

(9) Instructors can review and check students’ work; 

(10) Students have an opportunity to collaborate and interact with the wider community of students and 
teachers on the Web; 

(11) When used for warm-up activities, blogs help instructors guide the classroom activities, as teachers can 
adjust and the organization and content in accordance with the students’ current knowledge (JUANG, 2008); 

(12) Blogs enable the students to learn construction of social and cognitive knowledge (Wagner & DU, 
2005); 

(13) Blogs support class interaction (CHANG, et al., 2008) and discussions as well as enhance class 
presentations; 

(14) Blogs use an automatic dating system which helps tracks assignment submission. This dating system 
helps in searching and locating postings on a certain date. 



101 




